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Near Dark proudly presents dIIsk

First of all we would like to thank you for downloading this little production from whatever website you found it. It was a pleasure making this music disk, since it was quite a coding experience. The big productions from the past were all coded in ASM and mostly released on sector based disks without using the MSX’s BIOS. Since the guys capable of this have long gone and the still active members of Near Dark are not quite capable of such things, BASIC and some help from outside were the only option left. Help came in the form of BIFI, who’s quite a walking MSX encyclopedia really. There were quite a lot moments of education for Meits. Without BIFI this production would look a lot more silly. He contributed with a brilliant spectrum analyzer which can be called from BASIC and a refurbished basic replayer for Moonblaster. Now map.com is an evil thing from the past when running Moonblaster basic productions from hard disk or whatever medium which requires MSX-DOS2. While DISK had two versions of each tune to keep the users happy in both 50Hz and 60Hz, this replayer equalizes the tempo of the music. Earlier this was only possible in ASM productions from people with skills. Thanks for that. It took us a lot of time to complete this production since we’re all grown up now and have a lot of duties alongside our hobby and most of the coding was trial and error. Though, we’re proud of the result. We hope you like it as much as we did making it.

Note: All graphics and music were created on a genuine MSX. So if you want to enjoy dIIsk the way it was intended, please don’t use an emulator.

Near Dark, November 2011

1. System requirements

· MSX2 or higher

· 64kB RAM

· 128kB VRAM

· Double sided disk drive

· MSX-Music and/or MSX-Audio (with at least 32kB sample RAM)

When having both an MSX-Music and an MSX-Audio, see if you can connect either of them to a separate speaker to get the famous Moonblaster stereo effect.

2. Medium

dIIsk is released as .DSK file which suits MSX emulators. Though we prefer to play the music on a real MSX since emulation is not perfect at this moment. Therefore you should copy the contents to a regular DD disk, but it’s also possible to copy it to a directory on a CF card. MSX-DOS 2 is supported.

· When using a disk drive, inserting the disk and pressing reset button or typing run”autoexec.bas” (+return) from basic or diisk (+return) from the DOS prompt will boot dIIsk.

· When using a mass storage device, go to the directory where the contents of dIIsk are stored and type diisk (+return).

3. Usage

After the Near Dark logo a frequency selector will ask you which frequency you prefer, 50Hz or 60Hz. Choose one and press space bar.

You can escape the intro by pressing space bar.

In the replayer all cursor keys and the space bar are usable to choose a tune.
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Previous tune
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Play song. If pressed while the current tune is selected, the tune will restart
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Next tune
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Stop playing
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Pause/continue playback. This also works after stop has been pressed
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Fade out
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Toggle between 50Hz and 60Hz
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Quit

While playing, a little red pointer will show how far the current tune has progressed:
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4. Used software

· Moonblaster 1.4

· Graphsaurus 2.0

· openMSX

· blueMSX

5. Used hardware

· Sony HB-F700P MSX2+, 7MHz, 60Hz default

· Philips NMS 8250

· Sunrise CF Interface

· Philips mouse

· Panasonic FM-PAC

· Philips Music Module

· MSX Club Gouda Slot expander 5.0

· Loads of disks

6. Credits

Boot logo:


Code: SMD


Graphics: W76

Frequency selector:


Code: Meits


Graphics: Emphasys / Opa


Sound: Meits

Intro demo:


Code: Opa, Meits


Graphics: Opa


Sound: Meits


Text: Opa, Meits

Replayer:


Code: Meits


Graphics: Opa, Meits


Sound: Meits

Extro:


Code: Meits


Graphics: Opa


Sound: Meits

Overall:


Man with the whip: Meits

Special thanks go to Bifi for being a great help desk, coding the spectrum analyzer and a new Moonblaster basic replayer which is DOS2 compatible and VDP frequency equalized.

7. The companies we owe our apologies to:
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